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[See written report below]

Work with BCA to try to resolve issues with membership administration are at last starting to bear 
fruit with the likelihood that the 2010 BCA membership renewal cycle will collect the statistics that 
we need. There remain substantial delays in the process and it was recognised that if need are to 
know with any certainty who our members are at the time of our AGM, we would have to take more 
ownership ourselves and implement a membership renewal process of our own, even if most clubs 
don’t have to pay a subscription.
Despite promises from SCW (now “Sport Wales”) that the effort needed to complete the Self-
Assurance documentation would be largely a one-off, the 2009 forms required most of the data to 
be input as though from scratch. We successfully argued that the admin required was 
disproportionate to the size of our grant and can now answer “not applicable” to most of the 
questions. We also now have a formal exemption from the increasingly stringent “Anti- doping” 
regime being applied by UK Sport to all National Governing Bodies.
Membership numbers continue to grow as more BCA member-clubs with an interest in Wales and 
the Forest of Dean realise that they can join at no cost. 

DYOCAC Rep’s Report

2009 has been a relatively quiet year for caving at Dan yr Ogof. Another exceptionally wet summer 
has resulted in fewer cavers visiting the system and the great majority of trips being done by a few 
individuals. Warden permits expired at the end of June 2009 and most wardens renewed (this is free 
of charge). Currently, there are 73 wardens.
The Entrapment Camp in Wigmore Hall is now complete and a fund set up through the generosity 
of the showcave company to keep it maintained. Hopefully, it will never need to be used!
Progress is now being made on the Management Plan as CCW adopt the format used by Natural 
England, allowing the same methodology to be used across all underground SSSIs throughout 
England and Wales. An initiative to extend the DYO National Nature Reserve to cover the whole 
system is making slow progress, mostly due to resource limitations in CCW. 
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[See written report below]

At the time of the last AGM the accounts were presented as being subject to scrutiny. That process 
was completed within a few days and the accounts were then submitted to SCW and to the BCA 
finance committee thus clearing the way for payment of the second instalment of the SCW grant 
and the expenditure reclaim from BCA in respect of 2008. 

I reported last year that the BCA finance committee had agreed a document which sought to 
formalise procedures for the funding of Regional Councils. This was subsequently approved at the 
annual general meeting of the BCA with the major benefit to caving in our region that it has 
allowed us to fund and reclaim administrative expenses incurred by our access controlling bodies. 

The Sports Council for Wales has continued its support with a £600 grant for 2010 but they have 
quite pointedly reminded me of the condition that it must be spent. 

It is from this funding that the £2,000 for the Cave Rescue teams and the financial assistance for 
expeditions flows and it comes only after a huge commitment in time and effort by our officers   

We are on a four year cycle and we currently have about £1000 more reserves than we should under 
this agreement. It is my view that for this support to continue we must reduce our reserves to the 
agreed amount by the end of this year and, if reappointed as Treasurer, I will be seeking to ensure 
that is done. The result will be a financial deficit of around £1,000 in 2010 and will reduce the 
reserves to the target £4,500 plus inflation. 

The accounts for the year ended 31st December 2009 are attached. They show a surplus of £90.52 
and that reserves increased to £5,576.52. Expenditure included £83.80 for the cost of Pwll Ddu 
Cave Management Group meetings. I anticipate that this will be recoverable from the BCA under 
the new funding arrangements and have made provision accordingly. In earlier years funding these 
meetings would have fallen to Pwll Ddu. 

Other expenditure in the year, also recoverable through the funding arrangement with BCA, paid for 
the materials used to stabilise the collapsed boulder chokes in Bridge Cave and Wet Sink and 
contributed to the gate at Drwys Cefn.      

Using the SCW grant we were able to contribute to First Aid training in North Wales and in South 
Wales. 

Robin Weare 
February 2010    

Expanding on the need for CCC to spend all of its grant funding, Robin asked member clubs to 
contact him with proposals for useful training and development activities that CCC might fund.
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[See written report below]

The Cambrian cave registry has been transformed from a paper record to electronic database by 
Gary Evans and then had an online interface built by David Cooke. This has been a significant 
milestone in the development of the registry.

At handover the Cave Registry held approximately 1300 records that can be viewed online, with a 
separate registry for mines with 680 records in, this currently not viewable online.

I have identified approximately 500 additional cave records which are currently being worked into 
the database. As part of the addition of the new records I am currently adding extra fields to make 
compatible with GIS and online mapping such as Google Maps and Open Source mapping from 
Ordnance Survey. This will allow us to display output from the registry in online maps which will
help develop the registry further. 

From a separate project I have photos of 450 entrances which have been indexed to be included 
into the database. I plan for these to be viewable online with the cave records.

During the course of the year we were requested to our database of caves to the British Geological 
Survey for RIGS (Regionally Important Geological Sites) which has been completed. In return for 
this information the BGS will send back a data set of the 10,000 mines in Wales that they have on 
record.

An additional request for the Cave Registry information has also been made from the Biodiversity 
Information Service for Powys and Brecon Beacons National Park. This information will be 
provided shortly from the expanded database.

During the course of the year I have received a good deal of help and information from Tony 
Donovan and Gary Evans to whom I am very grateful, and would propose to build in an online 
feedback facility for people to propose revisions and additions to the registry.

The extended Cave Registry dataset can be viewed as a Google Earth document from the 
following link.

www.ogof.org.uk/Cambrian_Cave_Registry.kmz
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Next steps for Cave Registry
• Load the 500 additional entries into the online database
• Make the 450 cave site photos from ogof.org available from the online search
• Modify the results page to display location map and photo
• Incorporate online feedback facility for people to propose revisions and additions
• Produce site map to open the records to search engines
• Produce reporting on visitors and usage 

Brendan Marris – Cave Registrar  
27th February 2010
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[See written report below]

The CCC Website has been running fine throughout the last 12 months with no downtime reported; 
it has been regularly updated with Newsletters from Robin plus other updates as I receive them. As 
you can see from the graphs below, we are receiving a good number of visitors throughout the year, 
so people are making use of the information available there. 

Cambrian Caving Council Website statistics from Feb 2009 – Feb 2010.

These statistics below are for the Cavelife section of our website, but they are not a true 
representation of the visitors, as I am only able to record the visitors that visited directly from the 
CCC website and not anyone who has gone there direct, but these statistics do show that people are 
looking at the Cavelife website.  



CAMBRIAN CAVING COUNCIL
CYNGOR OGOFEYDD CYMREIG

Affiliated to the British Caving Association

SUPPORTED BY THE SPORTS COUNCIL FOR WALES  

Cambrian Caving Council Cavelife statistics from Feb 2009 – Feb 2010.

I am willing to continue as Webmaster for the CCC website for another year unless anyone else 
wants to take it on.

Barry Hill.

It was pointed out that that the website refers to the CCC Library. As the library was disposed of 
some time ago, it was agreed to ask the webmaster to delete all references to it.
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[See written report below]

Newsletter Editor’s Report 

Newsletters have appeared quarterly as planned although the publication dates have been slightly 
flexible to allow the inclusion of reports on events scheduled within a day or so of the month end. 
All are circulated to our member clubs and are then made available to download from the CCC 
website. 

As in prior years on several occasions during the year notes on those matters which arise between 
newsletters have been circulated to our member clubs. 

Robin Weare 

Ogof Fynnon Ddu Cave Management Committee Representative’s Report 
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The Committee meets twice a year in June and December. Once again my holiday commitments 
kept me from the June meeting and I can say now that they will do so again in 2010. I did attend the 
December meeting. 

The draft of an updated handbook has been discussed and it is hoped that it will be finalised for 
publication during 2010. 

A draft of the new cave management plan has been circulated and adapted for a pilot project in 
OFD 1. A similar pilot for the OFD Top Entrance area is in the course of preparation and the plan is 
also being looked at in terms of the overall cave management. 

Work on the new survey continues. 

A new permit secretary has been appointed. Contact details are on the SWCC website. 

Robin Weare 
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This report attempts to summarize access problems associated with research and recreational use of 
mines and underground slate quarries in north and mid-Wales. Other activities of the Welsh Mines 
Society (mainly historical research findings) are detailed in the Society’s Newsletter which is 
published in the spring and autumn of each year. 

Note that this report should not be considered definitive as in most cases it is based on second-hand 
and/or inferred information from a wide variety of sources

Dave Linton, Welsh Mines Society

General
In general, there are no formal access arrangements for the majority of mid- and north Wales mines 
and entry is without the landowner’s approval. Notable exceptions to this are Cwmorthin (see 
below) and the Parys Mountain and Great Orme copper mines (which are controlled by their own 
local groups with access on a guided party basis).
A number of mines and underground slate quarries are used by outdoor activity centres, some of 
which have made exclusive access arrangements with the landowner concerned. In the case of the
exclusive access cases, with the current exception of Pandora, it is sometimes possible for trips to 
be arranged through the individual activity centres, who generally provide a leader for such trips. 
However, such arrangements are very informal and usually depend on personal contacts.
Access issue developments over the last year are discussed below.

Cwmorthin slate quarry SH681459
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Extensive underground slate quarry providing underground trips of both sporting and historical 
interest.
There have been reports in Descent that the floor 2 adit ‘smoke flue’ has again collapsed. This is not 
the case and the route continues to be available as an alternative/emergency exit.
In old vein chamber 8 east a block of slate appears to be peeling away from the pillar directly over 
the steps between floor A and floor C. Unfortunately, these steps are on part of the ‘round trip’ 
through the quarry and are well used by visitors to the quarry. The Friends of Cwmorthin 
recommend that people do not pass through this chamber.
Negotiations continue between the ‘Friends of Cwmorthin’ land landowners and other parties 
concerning access and continuing works to ensure stability of entrances etc.

Maenofferen slate quarry SH708465
Extensive underground and (working) surface slate quarry associated with the Llechwedd working 
quarry and tourist attraction and the Votty (Foty) and Bowydd quarries . The underground part has 
many important historical features such as the power inclines and machine-bored tunnels. The 
quarry was in use until recently and consequently many of the historical remains are in 
comparatively good condition. It is understood that the mill buildings are listed.
The deterioration of the condition of the surface buildings due to weather and vandalism, and 
extensive pillaging for scrap continues.

There have been significant ground movements on the side of Votty pit below the Maenofferen 
mills area. Large cracks have opened in and around the road leading to the mills. The floor of 
Cooke’s level (Maenofferen floor B) collapsed into Votty chambers in places and there have been 
subsequent falls inby on Cooke’s which have now closed the western reaches of this level

Braich Goch slate quarry SH748078
Underground slate workings, part of which is in use as the ‘King Arthur’s Labyrinth’ underground 
tourist attraction near Corris. The workings connect with the Gaerwen underground slate quarry 
and contain many interesting artefacts including a timbered incline down a tip and an air (ex -
steam) winch.
This is now in use as a commercial visitor attraction (providing guided underground historical mine 
tours) by Corris Mine Explorers (http://www.corrismineexplorers.co.uk/). The operator has cleared 
litter and non-historical graffiti from the quarry and preserved artefacts from damage. Supervised 
access has been granted to recreational groups on occasion.

Gwynfynydd gold mine SH736282
Gold mine, provides interesting underground trip with many artefacts from various phases of 
operation in situ.
The planning application (NP5/60/6J) to build a holiday complex on the plus demolition of most of 
the existing mine buildings and landscaping of surface industrial features has been withdrawn by 
the developer. The application (NP5/60/6H) for a two storey side extension to Ty Mawr (the mine 
manager’s house) and change of its use from dwelling to two holiday units has been refused.
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The existing mine buildings are now much degraded due to vandalism.

Milwr Tunnel and associated mines
The Olwyn Goch shaft gives access to the 10 mile drainage tunnel, extensive lead workings and a 
large underground limestone quarry. The outflow from the tunnel is used (in part) for industrial 
water supply.
The entrance to the level which connects with the Olwyn Goch shaft (which is the main access 
point to the explorable section of the Milwr Tunnel and associated mines) has been plugged with 
concrete and backfilled with hardcore by the Grosvenor Caving Club. GCC, who control access for 
recreational purposes, continue in negotiations with United Utilities and are hopeful of re-
establishing authorised access, but their recent action apparently follows unauthorised access by a 
group that had forced entry.
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[See written report below]

At the September 2008 NWCRO AGM, a new committee was pressed into service by previous 
committee members, some of whom had valiantly been holding two posts to keep the organisation 
going. Paul Whybro stayed on as Chairman to support the new committee. In 2009 two more 
members joined the committee.

Around the same time, team-member Simon Lowe of the popular aditnow website provided us with 
a lovely new website. http://www.northwalescro.org.uk

Equipment records from our stores have been improved and centralised and with the help of a 
substantial Sports Safety Grant the equipment most in need of replacement was purchased.
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The training programme has been expanded and record keeping has been improved. Increasing the 
number of members qualified for First Aid is of ongoing interest.

We have recently joined the WorldText SMS system which is widely used in North Wales 
Mountain Rescue and this is expected to facilitate future call-outs.

There were only 2 incidents in 2009, one  assisting in a search for a missing elderly gentleman on 
the Great Orme; and the other a dog rescue from a mineshaft, where we were put on standby, but 
the dog was rescued unharmed by the Fire Service and local MRT. 

Several new members have joined the team, some from seeing the training events on the CCC 
website.

NWCRO,��� ����������	������������

	����	
�������%�$���*��	  �������	���'��
�����������
 �
����	���
���
������� �	��������	������������
'�� 
��1��
'$�#,���
[See written report below]

There have been 6 incidents for WBCRT in 2009. 

5 of these were underground and one was Road traffic accident on the way to a rescue practice, 
attended by team Doctor and 3 Advanced First Aiders.

There were three lost or overdue callouts for parties in OFDII, OFDI to Cwm Dwr and Daren Cilau 
to Prices Dig trips. 

A party had a lucky escape in the OFD streamway when they were caught in flooding, the team’s 
search plan worked well and the cavers were found close to Maypole Inlet.

The second flooding incident was for Ogof Craig a Ffynnon, 4 cavers had been trapped by flooding, 
the alarm was raised by a member of the party who exited earlier, the rest of the group were found 
after the water had subsided.

There were no underground medical incidents in 2009.

The team took responsibility for the Gwent area in summer 2009 and the final paperwork in relation 
to the dissolution of GCRT should be finished soon. 
There is a proposal to change the team’s name at the AGM to “South and Mid Wales Cave Rescue
Team”, this is to reflect the area covered. 

WBCRT has run major practices this year including a visit by the RAF helicopter at the end of 
September. All these practices have been very successful and well attended; the training officer will 
provide further details. The annual fundraising event on the August Bank Holiday weekend was a 
success and an additional auction was held at Whitewalls to sell unwanted Gwent kit.  
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The WBCRT executive has been busy behind the scenes this year. A lot of work has been put in 
creating a first response kit store at Whitewalls and preparing plans for rescue in the new Eastern 
area. A handbook was sent out to all members of the call out list to encourage further development 
of the team.

Next year there are plans for joint practices with both Gloucester Cave Rescue Group and North 
Wales Cave Rescue Team.

I am willing to stand as Secretary again next year unless anyone else would like to!

Clare Dallimore



CAMBRIAN CAVING COUNCIL
CYNGOR OGOFEYDD CYMREIG

Affiliated to the British Caving Association

SUPPORTED BY THE SPORTS COUNCIL FOR WALES  

����������	
���
���

Date Cave / Mine Type Team 
members

Duration 
(hours)

Notes

22/2/09 OFD II Overdue 15 1.5 4F, 1M, On trip to top waterfall, 
3 novices became very tired 
on the return, well looked after 
by the 2 leaders and met by 
search team.

6/6/09 OFD Trapped, 
flooding

25 5 3M, 2F, Trapped by flooding in 
streamway near Maypole inlet, 
well equipped and sat on 
ledge for 6 hours until rescued 
after they became overdue.

11/7/09 Surface Road 
traffic 
accident

8 1 1M, 2 team members were 
first responders at an RTA on 
the way to a rescue practice, 
the Landrover was diverted 
and the casualty was 
stabilised and warmed until the 
ambulance arrived

20/9/09 OFD I to 
Cwm Dwr

Overdue 
& lost

36 1 3M, 1F, Overdue on a OFD I 
to Cwm Dwr through trip, 
search team stood down 
before entering cave.

21/11/09 Craig a 
Ffynnon

Trapped, 
flooding

12 5 2M, 2F, Callout was initiated 
by a member of the party who 
left early, the rescue team 
waited until floodwater 
subsided and found trapped 
party.

18/12/09 Daren Cilau Lost 20 + 9 10 3F, 1M, Lost on Daren to 
Prices through trip, no survey 
& no one knew route. Located 
by search teams who entered 
cave from either end.
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