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British Caving Association Update

The Constitution that was discussed and updated at the Special General Meeting of the NCA in November 2003
has been accepted by the NCA membership. The means we will be moving towards the “One Stop Shop” in
2004 with the inauguration of the BCA in March 2004. There will be a transition period in 2004, where such
aspects of the tithing for regional councils and other BCA bodies will be discussed and agreed. For this reason,
there is no need for us to rush and change the constitution of the Cambrian Caving Council at the AGM in
March 2004.

The BCA constitution final agreed and accepted is available from the BCA website: - www.british-

caving.org.uk.

Insurance Update

We have insurance again; clubs are being given the opportunity to take up BCRA/BCA insurance offer. The
NCA is functioning as normal with all training schemes and training registrations /assessments re-instated.
There is insurance available for cavers either as individual members of BCA or via their caving club that may
take up insurance for members of their Clubs.

Details are available on BCA website: - www.british-caving.org.uk or there is a link via the NCA website,
www.nca.org.uk. As all Cambrian Caving Clubs appear to have at least one member who has access to the
Internet, I will not use space in the Newsletter to repeat what is available as I could only give a summary here.
Although if there is any club out there without access to the Internet, contact myself and I will send details.

Cambrian Caving Council AGM March 2004

This is an important meeting as we need to start discussing the impact of the BCA introduction on the
Cambrian Caving Council, and obtain a consensus of opinion on how and when we change our constitution.

The Council also needs a new secretary as this one is definitely not taking on the post again for another year. I
have in the 4 years in the role reduced the workload by limiting correspondence and activity to that directly
related to caving. I have reduced costs by limiting the gratis copies of Newsletters, meeting minutes and
meeting reports to key members of NCA councils and regional councils (in fact gaining agreement from some
to send e-mail copies only). I believe we can further reduce the paperwork by sending out to others e-mail
copies only. As BCA comes into being I believe our Newsletter can be a regional section of ‘Son of
Speleoscene’ with other information that is provided by the Newsletter, such as current cave access contacts,
cavers accommodation and cave registry details being held on our website. You may or may not agree with this
but personally, I believe if we are going to find a new volunteer secretary then we need to minimise the more
onerous aspects of the role in this busy world we live in.

After all, surely our main objective is to go caving and continuing with trying to find new cave.
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Meetings and Fvents

14" March 04 Cambrian Caving Council AGM at the Hobby Horse, Brynmawr
21 March 04 National Caving Association AGM at Baptist Church Hall, Alvechurch, West Midlands

Useful Website Addresses

www.nca.org.uk - The National Caving Association Website with links to all regional councils and
other NCA functions e.g. national cave registry.
www.caving.org.uk - National website with various links and reports.

www.british-caving.org.uk - The British Caving Association Website with information on the new
insurance scheme.

CAMBRIAN CAVING COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS

Chairman: - Mr R O Clarke (Owen) Tel. 01495 773175 e-mail owenclarke@aol.com
11, Pentwyn Heights, Abersychan, Pontypool, Gwent, NP4 7TN
Secretary: - Miss S A Mabbett (Sue) Tel. 029 20844558 e-mail suemabbett@hotmail.com
2, Garth Close Morganstown Cardiff, CF15 8LF
Treasurer: - Mr C Owen (Clive) Tel. 01179 732433 e-mail cliveowen@tesco.net
17, Normanton Road, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 2TY
Conservation & Access Mrs E Little (Elsie) Tel 01639 730331 e-mail elsie@abercrave.fsnet.co.uk
Officer Hennoyadd Villa, Hennoyadd Road, Abercraf, Swansea, SA9 1VR
Equipment Officer Mr A Fawcett (Adrian) Tel. 01495 763130 adrianfawcett@dial.pipex.com
(Caretaker) 5, Ambryn Road, New Inn, Pontypool, Torfaen, NP4 ONJ
Training Officer Mr E Hoole (Eric) Tel. 01497 847400
3, Gwernyfed Ave, Three Cocks, Brecon, Powys, LD3 ORT
Registrar Mr G Evans (Gary) Tel 01639 730806 gary@swcro.fsnet.co.uk

Poplar Court, Station Road, Cae Hopkin, Swansea, SA9 1TP

FINAL COMMENTS

As the training schemes are up and running again and the training committee are functioning again then we
now have opportunity for some practical caver training. What do you want in the way of training ?
Please bring ideas to the AGM.

Sue Mabbett
31* January 2004



